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ABSTRACT 

The nontraditional degree program at the University 
of Minnesota is located in a traditional setting, but the 
participants are exempted from many of the standard graduation 
criteria such as fulfillment of language and distribution 
requirements. Students' academic success is outlined along with the 
results of .the study (evaluated by using registration data obtained 
from transcripts) (1) to describe and compare the courses and 
academic records for students accepted into the program with students 
who were not accepted into the program, and (2) to expand the data 
based literature concerning the evaluation of nontraditional degree 
programs. (Author/BB) 
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'Abstract 



Tha present report describes a method for describing students^ 
academic success in non-traditional de^jree programs by using regis- 
" iLO tration data obtained from transcripts. Students admitted into the 
nevly established .Bachalor of I'llectrjd Studies Program i.n the Collo^a 
of Liberal Arts at the University of Minnesota were compared with 
Q^^y>, non-admitted students for the first two quarters after the program 

began. Results indicated that although the' four most popular depart- 
CL^' raents were identical for the two groups, the next six were different., 

A comparison of grade point averages for the two groups of students 
did not yield any maaningfulp consistent differences* 
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The growth in the number of non-traditional institutions and non-traditional 
dc»grGe i)rograiiis within astabli&hed institutions has been both rapid and extensive. 
For example, a survey by Givens (1972) described 3*-'f new programs in colleges 
throughout the United States. 

K^.piriiy £ o i.Io'.^ia::; thti d-:^.velopmen t oE non- traditional educat:Loaal f.:xpe.ria;u:<-*.:^, 
concern for the evaluation of such programs has mushroomed* Recent publication^, 
by Dressel (1971), Houle (1973) and the Commission on Non-Traditional Study (1973) 
have discussed some of the issues concerning the development and evaluation of non- 
traditional educational experiences, . . 

One of the many types of programs included under the a^igis of non-traditional 
ediication is a general degree program, which although located in a traditional 
s*.ittin^j;;> is free from niany of the graduation criteria such as the fulfillment of 
language and distribution requirements. The Bachelor of General Studies at the 
University of Michigan and the Bachelor of Elected Studies (BES) at the University 
of Minnesota are examples of this type of program. 

Although previous reports such as those by Morris (1970) and Comstock (1972) 
have compared students in these general degree programs with students in regular 
degree programs on a number of pre-program. ability^ attitude^ and demographic 
variables, little diita exist to describe and compare the academic performance 
and the types of courses students take after the program has begun. 

The objectives of the present report are as follows: 1) to describe a method 
for describing and comparing students' academic success in non-traditional degree 
progi-ams by using registration data obtained from transcripts; 2) to describe and 
corapare the courses and academic records for students accepted into the BES program 
at the University of Minnesota with the students who were not accepted into the 
program (heretofore referred to as Non-BES students) j and 3) to expand the data- 
based literature concerning the evaluation of noii- traditional degree progratns. 



M ETH OD 



V;hon Uhcj Br/.S ptrO'^cnm bogau in Wint^jr QtiacLcr of 1972;, appro:<linat:-:ily, 730 
Uaivarsiuy of 2'I.inueiJOua s.;Uucleal:o had prwviousily applied for ociCrancti int:o titia 
prog-L-am. Since t\w. BES dc^;:jccL» was considercid experi:riaacal^ tho annual iirait: 
ior una nut;^ber of euti^.rin:.^, stvutaats had bacn se.t: at: 500. Ikuice, 500 of tlie 
7»^J0 sL*udcKiL« were randomly selected for adraiasion into the program; thii ra- 
ir.aining studo.nts constitute the Non-BiiS coiaparison group used in the presciUt 
rciport. •» 

Copies of transcripts for thu BES and Non-BES student:; were obtained from 
the Office oi Admissions aad R62Cords. At the tima the transcripts were obtained 
(November, 1972), post-BES data were available on tha- transcrip ts for tv;o quartern 
(Winter Quarter 72 and lall Quarter 72). 

The transcript data we.re coded as completely as possible — including depart-- 
ncnt code, course number code, credit code, course type and 'grade code. 

Two compviter prograi;\s were written to obtain the data for the present report. 
The first computer program categorisied a students' courses according to d^?.part- 
inental codes and produced a list of fraquex\cies and percentages of courses 
taken i:i various depart-uriats in the College of Liberal Artt; dtirini-; ^/i[i-:er and 
Spring Quarters 1972. The second computer program categorized a students* 
courses according to the four distribution categories used in the Collega of 
Liberal Arts (Communication, Language and Symbolic Systems; Physical and Biolo- 
gical Sciences; Man and Society; and Artistic Expression) and a fifth category 
v/hich included all courses not included in one of the four distribution categories 
The second program yielded individual grade point averages (CPA^s) for courses 
taken in each of the five categories; the CPA's for the BES and Noa--BES students 
\7ere compared by using a two-sample t-test for independent samples.. 



RESULTS 



The BES students registered for a total of 2,944 courses during VMnter and 
Spring Quarters combined. The registration, percentages for the ten most popular 
departments are Sociology (10. 3%) , History (7.9%), English (5,2%)^ Psychology 
(A. 7%), Political Science (4.1%) , Humanities (3.7%), Physical Education (3,7%), 
Social Science (3,6%), Philosophy (3.5%), and Anthropology (3.4%). 

The Non-BES students registered for a total of 1,038 courses during V.^inter 
£ind Spring Quarters combined. The registration percentages for the ten luo^t 
popular dGpartments__ara Sociology (10-1%), History (7.1%), I'sychology (6.1%);. 
English (4.7%), Spanish (4> 6%) , Studio Art (4,1%), Economics (3,2%), Speech- 
Communication (3,2%), Child Psychology (2.9%) and Music (2.9%) - 

The grade point average means and standard deviations for the five categories 
of courses are as follows: 1) Communication, Language and Symbolic Systems — 
V7inter, 1972 (BES, X-2.89, SD-.82; Nou-^JiES, X-2o83, SD-.89) and Spring 1972 
(BES, X-2.81, SD-. 83; Non-BES, X-2.54, SD-i;i5); 2) -Physical and Biological 



Sci.c>aeoj^--W:'.ater 1972 (I^ES, X-'^2.89, SD«.82; Non-BKf;, X^2.8;>, «l)-^,60) ciad Sprinj^ 
VJ72 (B£«, K^-'^.fil, S[)-^;33; Woii-liES, >U2, 36, Sl><l.»03); 3) Mciu r.md SocLcitiy— V?lat:er 
1972 dii'lS, K-r2.93, SD-.78; ^k^u^]V^•;:^ , X--^2. 95 , SD«. 73) aad WinLeu 1972 (liMS, X"-2.8y, 
SD^«.79; ^:on-B^^^:;, X^«2.94, SDv:.V4)j 4) Artistic Exprc^if^sLoa—Winter 1972 (iJl-iS, 
X-^:I.S9, SD-.73; Noa-Ui-S, X-3. 12 , 72) and Spr Lnj; 1972 X-2,98, SU-.87; 

Kou-BCS, X--.O.02, Sn^.66); and !>) Oth^r Coucstii:i~Wlnt:^r 1972 (BES, >>3.1i, Si).'*. 80; ■ 
Aoa-P.KS, X^2-98, and Spring 1972 (BliS, Xvo,?,98, SD==.81; Non-Ci-S, X^-=»3.19, 

SO-. 78), 

A coir.parit-iun of thcii dopar Omental rr-<$istratic)as for the. two groups of students 
rJUi-j.-^^ea-^r. that during the fircJt two quarters after tha BltlS deyrcie -was Initiatod, 
tha Br-iS student a waro not greatly difforeut from the group of Non-BES students. 
•The four departuieats with th^i largest perc^atag.?.ij were* Ide.atical for the two 
fjroups of students. 

Althau£<h differences wera fouiid in trie g^rada point averages betwa^m BES and 
Kou'-BiiiS students- for sotue. of the' five categariefi of cour^jes, the differences were 
small, and with few exceptions, the differences were not statistically significants 

Edu'cational lTnp ac_t of the Stud y 

Tha octu-at Lonp.l ii:\portafice. ci: this study ocean's at r^v.veral Icivels. First., 
the: results of this - report prov/id'^ important i-nf ormatiou to the University of 
Kiaaesota concerning the' progress of students in the new degree prograni, Second> 
the niethodology used for examining trcinscrlpts In terms of the number of depart- 
n:outal and category registrations provides a model for the Investic^ation of the 
types of programs students develop in non-traditional degree programs* Third, 
the result's of the study provide the beginning of a set of compreV\ensive evalua- 
tion data regarding an area which, because of the relative newness of non-tradi- 
tional degree programs, suffers from a paviclty of data concerning acadenLc success 
and prograca planning of students in such prograxus, 
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